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President's Message

History is filled with momentous events, and when one of
these events impacts many of us at the same time, a “shared ex-
perience” results. The Great Depression of the 1930’s, World
War 2, the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, and Sep-
tember 11™ are just a few examples of shared experiences that
have occurred during our collective lifetimes.

As we are now in the midst of the latest shared experience of
our time, the COVID-19 Pandemic, I felt it important to utilize
my very first “President’s Message” to talk about its impact on
our Washington Historical Society.

By almost any measure, 2020 has not been the year that we
had hoped it would be. The COVID-19 Pandemic seemingly
came out of nowhere and quickly impacted almost every aspect
of our lives. Our world changed quickly, and, not for the first
time for most of us, so did our understanding of “normal.” Terms
such as “PPE” and “Social Distancing” suddenly dominate our
language, and mask wearing, frequent handwashing, and the use
of hand sanitizer dominate our daily activities.

The WHS has not escaped the impact. Our monthly pot-
luck dinners and in-person meetings, a beloved social event for
all of us, had to be cancelled, and we are not able to welcome vis-
itors to our Museum and Archives building. Traditional fundrais-
ing activities could not take place, adding an element of econom-
ic worry.

It would be understandable if, in the face of so many virus-
related limitations, we had simply decided to close down this
year and wait the virus out. Some organizations took that route.
I am very proud to say that your Officers and Board Members
made a different choice, and have been working tirelessly togeth-
er over these many months to find creative ways to safely over-
come as many virus-related challenges as we could.

In July we resumed our monthly meetings in virtual form
using the ZOOM app, which also allowed us to again bring you
wonderful guest speakers from New Hampshire Humanities












and that lasted a lifetime. I spent many hours at their cabin and they at ours. They didn’t have children, but
used the phrase, “borrowed son,” in referring to me, joking (or perhaps not) that they could return me at any
time.

Fast forward to the 1990s. By then Nat was an accomplished wood sculptor; he did his last painting
around 1951, as he wanted to do three-dimensional art working with wood. In the early 1990s, two arts admin-
istrators from the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts opened a drawer in the NH State Library in Con-
cord, NH, and discovered approximately 120 of Nat’s WPA paintings. That coincided with a friend, Audrey
Sylvester, the Artists Services Coordinator of the New Hampshire Council on the Arts, saying yes, “I know
Nat; he is alive and living in Cambridge.” That connection led to a traveling art show of his work. The State
Library framed twenty paintings and they and his sculpture went on tour in a show entitled, “Finding Light in
Dark Times: Then and Now.” The show started at the State Library and traveled to libraries around New
Hampshire, including a showing at the Shedd Free Library in Washington. While the State Library transported
the paintings, I loaded my car with the sculpture and drove them (and Nat) to the next library on the list.

Nat died in January 2000, just short of his 94" birthday in February. I created a website to show his work
and give a short biography www.newdawntrust.com. 100 of his WPA paintings are on the website for viewing.
His sold and unsold sculpture is there too. The paintings are still at the State Library and I have his unsold
sculpture. Perhaps we are entering a time when a new WPA will return. Will other “Nat Burwash’s” come to
Washington to live and work?

On the left above. Nat at the time he lived in Washington (photo by Sam Rothman). On the right, one of the
last photos I took of Nat at his old camp in the Fall of 1999. He is holding a photo of the camp from the out-
side.

Inside the Burwash camp as it looked Haying in Perley Crane’s field
when they lived there by Nathaniel Burwash




A party with friends at the
Burwash camp
By Nathaniel Burwash

Notes from the Museum by Gwen Gaskell

The Society is always looking for new blood and this year we got a much needed infusion in the way of Bill Mul-
cahy, Susan Fairchild and Stephen Yusko. Bill stepped right in as President this summer and Susan and Steve are on the
Board. Steve’s mother was President of our society years ago. Susan was invaluable in her work on the Walking Tour
Booklet, and she and Bill manned our table at the Farmers Market this summer.

I have had to step back from my outside interests in the past year but am able to still do some things from home,
besides knit, for which I am thankful. One is the gathering of info for the newsletter, getting it from the printer, folding it
and putting on the labels and stamps to get it into the mail. Elaine provides the labels and stamps so this is a joint effort
to bring you the latest updates of the Society and Town. I continue to clip Washington news and obituaries in the local
papers and print the Selectmen’s minutes for our records. Work at the museum is on hold for the time being, but it will
get caught up.

The old school house has had new clapboards this summer as well as new roof shingles. The painters were here
making it nice and white again. With the reshingling of the Church roof, all the of the buildings on the Common have
matching roofs now.

Wishing all of you well, and safe from Covid with blessings in the new year.

After an absence of some years, the WHS returped to This year, the renovation of the town pound was
the farmers market this year, and Susan Fairchild completed by the addition of a layer of stone to the
makes the first sale to Heidi Chobot - a copy of the existing front wall and a gate added to the en-
newly published walking tour of Washington Center,

prepared by Susan and Heidi's mother, Gwen Gaskell. france.
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ITEMS FOR SALE
FEATURING FAVORITE LANDMARKS OF WASHINGTON, NH

To order contact: Elaine Crandall (603) 495-3416 or ecrandall@verizon.net
Gwen Gaskell (603) 495-3231 or jimgwen(@gsinet.net

History of Washington. Original reprint. $20.00
Portrait of a Hill Town. $15.00
History Package. $40.00 Includes the History, Portrait and Sacred Deposit as well as a colored picture

Afghan. $45.00 Featuring scenes of Washington woven into a beautiful memento of our town. It is green on
an off white background.

Sketch of the Common by Ronna Safford Kowal—Large $35.00, Medium $25.00

Trivet. $5.00 A 6” x 6™ ceramic trivet or tile, suitable for hot or cold, with a leather backing, featuring a color
photograph of the three steepled buildings in the center of town. Gift boxed.

Postcards and Notecards of Gustine Hurd Images. $0.50 each / $5.00 per set. Two photographs taken in
the early 1880’s by Gustine Hurd have been turned into postcards and notecards. The single fold note-
cards are packaged in sets of 4 with envelopes. Two notecards of each picture or four of one picture.

Glass Medallion. $5.00 This 3” medallion depicts the Town Hall. The picture is adapted from an early 1880’s
wet plate photograph taken by Gustine Hurd. Available in blue or green.

Booklet History of Camp Morgan. $25.00 A compilation of information from multiple sources brought to-
gether in one place outlining the history of Camp Morgan from it’s earliest days to the present.

DVD. $5.00 Meetinghouse: The Heart of Washington, NH. 225 years of affectionate, sometimes contentious,
interplay between generations of Washington citizens and the Meetinghouse on the Town Common.

New Walking Tour of Washington Center booklet. $5.00

New Mugs $5.00 each. Choose the iconic Town Com-
mon buildings or the East Washington School-
House #5.

— Sl

All items can be shipped for an additional charge. Call or email Elaine Crandall or Gwen Gaskell at the
contact info above to ascertain the amount required. It will be in the range of $4 to $10 per package, de-
pending on what is being shipped and your Zip code.



Washington Historical Society
PO Box 90
Washington, NH 03280

ANNUAL MEMEBERSHIP DUES are $10 for an individual and $15 for a family (including children under 16). For those who
would like to contribute more to help us cover our expenses, we have a sustaining membership for $25. The membership year is Au-
gust 1 through July 31. We appreciate your continued interest and support of our projects. New members are always welcome. If you
would like to join us as a member, please complete the form below and send to THE WASHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, PO
BOX 90, WASHINGTON, NH 03280. If you know of someone who might be interested in our newsletter, please let us know or pass
this one on to them.

Name:

Participating family names:

Mailing address:

Phone # Winter summer Cell
Email:

Membership level:  $10 Individual $15 Family $25 Sustaining

PLEASE NOTE: As a non-profit historical society, we qualify with many companies for matching grants provided the company you
work for, or are retired from, supports such benefits.

Email: washingtonhistoricalsociety@wnhhs.org
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